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INFORMATION
This Reentry Summit will be held in beautiful West Palm Beach, Florida and is a perfect venue to 
share best practices and identify opportunities to collaborate on solutions, as well as to address the 
topics of innovative funding solutions, the use of peer specialists in reentry, overcoming barriers, 
juvenile reentry, housing for returning citizens, employment, and many more vital topics.
 
Community partners committed to continuing the extensive dialogue in reentry services are 
encouraged to attend the Reentry Summit. The reentry movement is at a crucial point throughout 
the nation – over the past few years, signi�cant progress has been achieved in the �eld nationally, 
but there are still critical challenges that need to be addressed so that outcomes continue to 
improve.

WHEN

Wednesday, October 3
to

Friday, October 5, 2018

WHERE

Hilton Palm Beach Airport
150 Australian Ave.

 West Palm Beach, FL 33406

 AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD NOW!
Use the Whova app to �nd the agenda, event bulletin board, 
exchange contact info, real time event updates, lunch/dinner 

planning, and presentation documents. 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

SECRETARY JOHN WETZEL TONIER CAIN

DR. EDWARD LATESSA TBA

Pennsylvania Department of Corrections
Thursday, October 4th at 9:00 AM

Where There’s Breath, There’s Hope *
Thursday, October 4th at 12:15 PM

Using Evidence in Reentry to Reduce 
Recidivism: Some Lessons Learned from 

Evaluating Correctional Programs
Friday, October 5th at 9:00 AM

TBA
Friday, October 5th at 12:00 PM

*In conjunction with each course: General CEUs for Florida licensed LCSWs, LMFTs, LMHCs and Psychologists. FAU Phyllis and Harvey Sandler School of Social Work is an approved provider 
of the Florida Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy, and counseling and the Florida Board of Psychology (BAP #50-6251).
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AGENDA

4:00 PM 
Registration Opens | Hotel Lobby
5:00 - 8:00 PM
Opening Reception | Poolside Tiki Bar

7:30 AM 
Registration Opens | Hotel Lobby
8:00 - 9:00 AM
Breakfast (Sponsored) | Hotel Restaurant
9:00 - 10:30 AM
Welcome by - Palm Beach County Mayor Melissa McKinlay
Keynote Address - Penn. Department of Corrections Sec. John Wetzel
10:30 - 10:45 AM
Break
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Breakout Session 1 | Choose From 5 Sessions
12:00 - 12:15 PM
Break
12:15 - 2:15 PM
Luncheon (Sponsored)
Welcome by - Florida Department of Corrections Secretary Julie Jones
Keynote Address - Tonier Cain 
2:15 - 2:30 PM
Break
2:30 - 3:45 PM
Breakout Session 2 | Choose From 5 Sessions
3:45 - 4:00 PM
Break
4:00 - 5:15 PM
Breakout Session 3 | Choose From 5 Sessions

8:00 AM 
Registration Opens | Hotel Lobby
8:00 - 9:00 AM
Breakfast Bu�et
9:00 - 10:15 AM
Welcome by - Palm Beach County Commissioner Dave Kerner
Keynote Address - Dr. Ed Latessa
10:15 - 10:30 AM
Break
10:30 - 11:45 AM
Breakout Session 4 | Choose From 5 Sessions
11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Break
12:00 - 2:00 PM
Luncheon (Sponsored) | Keynote Address - TBA

WEDNESDAY
OCTOBER 3

THURSDAY
OCTOBER 4

FRIDAY
OCTOBER 5
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WEDNESDAY
Wednesday | 4:00 - 8:00 PM

REGISTRATION OPENS
4:00 - 8:00 PM
Hotel Lobby

Registration will be open from 4:00 till 8:00 PM. Please register before attending the opening reception. You 
will receive your welcome packet, name badge, and bag.

OPENING RECEPTION
5:00 - 8:00 PM
Poolside Tiki Bar

The Opening Reception will be held at the Pool Side Tiki Bar. Please join us for drinks, mingling, and 
festivities. 
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THURSDAY - SESSION 1
Thursday | 10:45 AM - 12:00 PM

PRACTICAL  ADVICE  FOR  SHAPING  RESEARCHER/PRACTITIONER RELATIONSHIPS
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Room: Salon A

In recent times, the researcher/practitioner partnership has continued to grow in frequency. This is 
especially true as funding agencies often require an evaluation of implemented programs to determine if 
their money is being spent appropriately. This breakout session will cover di�erent aspects of the 
researcher/practitioner partnership. First, a discussion of the current literature of the researcher/practitioner 
relationship will be presented. Secondly, the concept of “action research” will be discussed to understand 
the importance of having researchers at the table when practices are being designed and implemented in 
a real world setting. Third, in line with designing and implementing practices, issues that can arise and how 
to resolve them will be noted. Finally, we will highlight the importance of using data, through current and 
past projects, and how it impacts the criminal justice system. 

Presenters

Cassandra Atkin Plunk, Ph.D. | Florida Atlantic University
Kerensa Lockwood, Ph.D. | Florida State University
Lincoln Sloas, Ph.D. | Florida Atlantic University
Bert Winkler, J.D. | Palm Beach County Criminal Justice Commission 

RELEASED WITHOUT A PLACE TO LIVE: NOW WHAT?
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Room: Salon B

Housing a�ordability is a challenge for many households throughout South Florida. As housing prices 
continue to rise a signi�cant percentage of the population is either cost burdened, de�ned as paying more 
than 30% of monthly income towards housing costs, or severely cost burdened in that they pay over 50% of 
their income in housing costs. No population faces a greater challenge to housing a�ordability then those 
reentering society from prison who lack a family support network and face numerous �nancial and 
discriminatory burdens to accessing housing. The panel will discuss some of the challenges of providing 
housing opportunities to those exiting the prison system and possible solutions to opening up housing 
options for this population. 

Presenters

Armando Fana | West Palm Beach Housing and Community Development 
Calvin Phillips | The Lord’s Place 

OVERCOMING  BARRIERS  TO  REENTRY:  THE  ROAD  HOME 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Room: Salon C

This year more than 700,000 individuals will leave the con�nes of incarceration and return to the imminent 
reality of their local neighborhoods and communities. As these men and women embark on this arduous 
journey, they will inevitably encounter considerable challenges that could signi�cantly impact their success. 
Various issues such as sustainable housing, employment, substance abuse, transportation, mental health, 
education, probation and family relationships permeate their daily lives. Their ability to navigate 
successfully through these issues is vital to establishing a productive life and ultimately community-wide 
recidivism reduction.  

This session will explore systemic barriers and collateral consequences in the reentry process and identify 
best practices in overcoming these obstacles. A diverse panel of reentry advocates and individuals with 
lived experience will share their successes and challenges of traveling “The Road Home. 
Presenters

Anna Banks | Local client  
Orie Bullard | Riviera Beach Justice Center  
Wenfred Dorsey | The Lord’s Place 
Josh Gibson | The Lord’s Place 
Kiera Gordon | Gulfstream Goodwill  
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THURSDAY - SESSION 1
Thursday | 10:45 AM - 12:00

GENDER SPECIFIC, TRAUMA-INFORMED RESPONSES FOR JUSTICE INVOLVED WOMEN
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Room: Salon D

The criminal justice system has seen a rise in the incarceration of women, whose entry into the criminal 
justice system is often more complex than their male counterparts (Allen, 2018). Women account for nearly 
7% of the prison population and are one of the fastest growing sectors of the population facing 
incarceration in recent years (Allen, 2018).� Pragmatic changes that account for gender responsive 
programming can assist in ameliorating the complex changes experienced by women to reduce recidivism 
(Morash, Bynum, & Koons, 1998). E�ective gender responsive programs creates a sense of safety by careful 
site selection, sta� selection, and program development that assists in facilitating strengths and addresses 
challenges faced by justice involved women (Covington & Bloom, 2007). This presentation will illustrate how 
trauma-informed, gender responsive,�restorative, community supervision of justice-involved women plays 
a role in reducing recidivism and how partnering agencies and community members can support this work. 

Presenters

Lauren Jablonski | Colorado Department of Corrections 
Val Stanley | The Lord’s Place  

WHAT IS A REENTRY SIMULATION? PLANNING AND DESIGNING ONE FOR YOUR COMMUNITY 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Room: Coconut Room

The majority of individuals serving time in prison will be returning to the community. Many questions might 
arise for community members, including: what is life like for a returning citizen; and why should the 
community care about the struggles of a returning citizen? This session will explain how a simulated reentry 
experience works, and how it might help the community answer these questions. The goals of hosting a 
reentry event are multifaceted and include broadening the perspective and understanding of the 
community, educating through experience, and highlighting that reentry is a vital public safety and 
community interest. The session will discuss what is needed to set up a reentry simulation in your 
community, including the materials, personnel, stations, �oor plan, role of participants and volunteers, time 
schedule, rules, and location. 

Presenter

Adam McMichael | U.S. Attorney’s O�ce 
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THURSDAY - SESSION 2
Thursday | 2:30 - 3:45 PM

RNR  SIMULATION  TOOL - THE  SWEET  SPOT  OF  FITTING  ALL  OF  THE  PIECES  TOGETHER
2:30 - 3:45 PM
Room: Salon A

The RNR Simulation Tool was developed to improve decision-making at three levels—client, program and 
system. This session will illustrate how a decision-support tool can help use assessment information to 
assign individuals to program. And, how to examine the quality of all programs and improve the system to 
better serve clients. This toolkit makes it easy to apply the ideas behind quality. After all, quality is about 
making things easier to get to the �nishing line, not putting in place an obstacle course.  See how easy it is 
to connect the dots! 

Learning Objectives: *
1. Understand the importance of the RNR Simulation Tool in the decision-making process. 
2. Explain the importance of using assessment information in making informed programmatic decisions. 
3. Describe how to evaluate and improve the quality of treatment programs.  

Presenter

Faye Taxman, Ph.D. | George Mason University  

INNOVATIVE  FUNDING  SOLUTIONS 
2:30 - 3:45 PM
Room: Salon B

Securing adequate funding to support case management, behavioral health, housing, and employment 
services for returning citizens can be challenging, particularly for the type of intensive, specialized services 
that are associated with successful reentry and reduced recidivism. This session will discuss the various 
federal funding streams that can be used to support reentry including explanations of funding streams 
through the Department of Justice, Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program Employment and Training (SNAP E&T), and others. We will also o�er examples 
of innovative funding solutions implemented by state and municipal governments, as well as strategies for 
seeking foundation and private funding. 

Presenters

Diana Stanley | The Lord’s Place 
Chris Warland | Heartland Alliance 

INNOVATIVE  SOCIAL  JUSTICE:  A  PATH  FOR  LIBRARIES
2:30 - 3:45 PM
Room: Salon C

Libraries in Palm Beach County understand the importance of serving justice-involved individuals to 
strengthen communities and combat recidivism.� With input from local communities and in partnership 
with the Palm Beach County Reentry Task Force, libraries have taken the lead and re-imagined their role as 
innovators in community development and social justice.� Please join us to �nd out how libraries in Palm 
Beach County assist justice-involved individuals through education, professional development, and 
community outreach. 

Presenters

William Hollis | West Palm Beach Library 
Oswald Newbold | Returning Citizen 
Alia Spencer | Palm Beach State College *In conjunction with each course: General CEUs for Florida licensed LCSWs, 

LMFTs, LMHCs and Psychologists. FAU Phyllis and Harvey Sandler School of 
Social Work is an approved provider of the Florida Board of Clinical Social 
Work, Marriage and Family Therapy, and counseling and the Florida Board 
of Psychology (BAP #50-6251).
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THURSDAY - SESSION 2
Thursday | 2:30 PM - 3:45 PM

ENGAGING  YOUTH  FOR  TRANSFORMATIVE  CHANGE:  REAL  CHANGE  HAPPENS 
WHEN  THE  PEOPLE  WHO  NEED  IT,  LEAD  IT
2:30 - 3:45 PM
Room: Salon D

This session provides multi-year research �ndings related to trajectories of juvenile justice involved youth in 
Florida and Palm Beach County. We report outcomes from two programs in Palm Beach County designed to 
address the needs of youth to facilitate successful transition into the community and empower youth to be 
agents of personal and community transformative change. Speci�cally, we provide an overview of youth 
needs, strengths, and outcomes of youth participants in Inner City Innovators and Back to a Future, 
programs with a strengths based approach to empowering youth and improving safety in communities. 
This interactive session will include personal narrative and focus on youth voice, along with research and 
evidence based practice implementation �ndings to facilitate rich discussion related to ways to better serve 
and empower youth in Palm Beach County. 

Learning Objectives:* 
1. Explain what is needed to facilitate a successful transition for youth into the community. 
2. Discuss how youth can be empowered to be agents of personal and community transformative change. 
3. Describe the outcomes of the Back to a Future and Inner City Innovators programs. 

Presenters

Wendy Morrison-Cavendish, Ph.D. | University of Miami 
Ricky Aiken | Inner City Innovators  

GEO’S  CONTINUUM  OF  CARE  MODEL:  IMPROVING  OUTCOMES  IN 
MULTIPLE  SETTINGS
2:30 - 3:45 PM
Room: Coconut Room

GEO’s Continuum of Care model is based on research-supported rehabilitation programs that address 
criminogenic needs and provide post release support services.  This workshop will highlight program 
outcomes from GEO’s Continuum of Care model operating in three correctional settings:  prison, halfway 
house setting, and day reporting center.  

Presenters

David Burch | The GEO Group 
Ralph Fretz, Ph.D. | The GEO Group 
John Thurston | The GEO Group

*In conjunction with each course: General CEUs for Florida licensed LCSWs, 
LMFTs, LMHCs and Psychologists. FAU Phyllis and Harvey Sandler School of 
Social Work is an approved provider of the Florida Board of Clinical Social 
Work, Marriage and Family Therapy, and counseling and the Florida Board 
of Psychology (BAP #50-6251).
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THURSDAY - SESSION 3
Thursday | 4:00 - 5:15 PM

IMPROVING  PROGRAM  OUTCOMES  AND  MEASURING  SUCCESS
4:00 - 5:15 PM
Room: Salon A

This session will focus on utilizing core correctional principles, providing appropriate treatment dosage and 
content, understanding the principle of Responsivity from a broader perspective, and the rationale and 
process for providing additional interventions and de�ning successful outcomes in addition to measuring 
recidivism. Examples of successful program models will be discussed and compared.    

Presenter

David D’Amora | Council of State Governments   

AN  INTEGRATED  APPROACH  TO  RE-ENTRY:  WRAPAROUND  BEHAVIORAL  HEALTH 
SUPPORTS  AND  SERVICES
4:00 - 5:15 PM
Room: Salon B

This panel discussion will include a Southeast Florida Behavioral Health Network system wide view of the 
current re-entry services in Circuits 15 & 19 and a projection of future services.  Participants will learn how 
the local system of care can support transition and re-entry from prisons, jails, state hospitals and crisis units.  
It will address the complexity of implementing evidence- based practices with the re-entry population that 
include the models such as Recovery Oriented Systems of Care, Motivational Interviewing and Wraparound 
Services 

Learning Objectives:* 
1. Explain how a local system of care can support transition and reentry into the community. 
2. Discuss the importance of utilizing evidence-based practices when providing behavioral health and substance 
abuse services. 
3. Describe motivational interviewing and the recovery oriented systems of care model. 

Presenters

Julie Radlauer-Doer�er | The Ronik-Radlauer Group, Inc. 
Marci Ronik | The Ronik-Radlauer Group, Inc. 
Charisse Van Biesen| Southeast Florida Behavioral Health Network 

THOSE  CLOSEST  TO  THE  PROBLEM  ARE  CLOSEST  TO  THE  SOLUTION:  THE 
IMPORTANCE  OF  PEER  INVOLVEMENT  IN  PROGRAMS  AND  ADVOCACY  FOR  THE 
FORMERLY  INCARCERATED 
4:00 - 5:15 PM
Room: Salon C

In this session panelists will discuss the importance of peer involvement in programs and advocacy. 
Speci�cally, panelists will share their own individual stories of their reentry journey and how important 
peers were in this process. Panelists will also talk about the power of peer involvement to build community, 
create support, and make connections important to successful reentry. Panelists will also share what 
programs and advocacy campaigns could do to be more inclusive of people with records and the 
challenges that come with taking this approach

Presenters

Anthony Hoskins | Returning Citizen/The Lord’s Place 
Quintin Williams | Heartland Alliance  
Eileen Leo | The Lord’s Place 

*In conjunction with each course: General CEUs for Florida licensed LCSWs, 
LMFTs, LMHCs and Psychologists. FAU Phyllis and Harvey Sandler School of 
Social Work is an approved provider of the Florida Board of Clinical Social 
Work, Marriage and Family Therapy, and counseling and the Florida Board 
of Psychology (BAP #50-6251).
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THURSDAY - SESSION 3
Thursday | 4:00 - 5:15 PM

RACIAL  DISPARITY  IN  JUSTICE  INVOLVEMENT  AND  REENTRY
4:00 - 5:15 PM
Room: Salon D

Data has shown us that racial disparity exists throughout the intercepts of the justice system from the 
front end through reentry. Our panelists will discuss how this impacts and is impacted by our 
communities, our schools and the system itself.  We will look at what factors can be considered and what 
work can be done to minimize this disparity.  

Presenters

Judge Je�ery Colbath | 15th Judicial Circuit of Florida 
Reverend Kevin Jones | Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church 
Debra Robinson | Palm Beach County School District 
Chris James | Burns Institute 

LEADING  ADAPTIVE  CHANGE  IN  COMMUNITY  CORRECTIONS:
MAKING  YOURSELF AND  YOUR  AGENCY  MORE  NIMBLE,  AGILE  AND  EFFECTIVE
4:00 - 5:15 PM
Room: Coconut Room 

We tend to be good at meeting the technical challenges of managing our agencies, but often have di�culty 
rising to the adaptive challenges of leadership and change that call for new skills, new mindsets and risk 
taking or getting out of our comfort zone.  This session will engage you in a versatile and e�ective process 
for developing ourselves and our sta� as leaders who are able to meet the more di�cult adaptive change 
issues facing us today; how to support and challenge ourselves to get to a level of sta� and organizational 
competence that results in demonstrable bene�ts and change in the lives of our sta�, clients and 
communities.  This process works across all sta�ng and client levels and develops senior managers, 
mid-level managers/ supervisors, line-sta� and clients.   

Bogue and O’Connor have been co-creating and implementing this system with seven di�erent county 
community corrections agencies in Minnesota and Oregon with great results. Sta� �nd it fun, meaningful 
and doable.  It is not a “top down” process, but rather a “top supported, bottom up” approach that starts with 
the top management learning, practicing and modeling a developmental coaching system with their 
mid-level managers who then pass it on to their line-sta�, who then pass it on to their clients, who then pass 
it on their families and to other clients. We will tell you the story and outcomes of our journey with these 
agencies, and show you the promise this journey holds for inspiring a new vision for community corrections. 

Presenters

Bradford Bogue | Justice System Assessment and Training 
Tom O’Connor, Ph.D. | Transforming Corrections 
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FRIDAY - SESSION 4
Friday | 10:30 - 11:45 AM

COMMUNITY-BASED  REENTRY:  KEYS  TO  MAKING  IT  WORK 
10:30 - 11:45 AM
Room: Salon A

This session will provide a case study of Palm Beach County’s Community-Based Reentry Model. Most 
reentry e�orts in the country are developed and administered by law enforcement. Palm Beach County 
utilizes a social service philosophy through community-based service providers. The project has been a true 
collaboration between the Federal Government, State Government, Local Government and Community 
Stakeholders.� The County has successfully cut rearrest rates in half for those involved in programming. The 
session will provide information on how to engage the community as three of the key stakeholders will 
provide information on organizational structure, vision, implementation, partnerships, funding, 
overcoming obstacles, data collection and sustainability.  

Presenters

Carey Haughwout | Palm Beach County Public Defender 
Craig Spatara | Palm Beach County Public Safety 
Diana Stanley | The Lord’s Place 

IMPROVING  EMPLOYMENT  OUTCOMES  FOR  PEOPLE  FORMERLY  INCARCERATED: 
DEVELOPING  A  PATHWAY  TO  SUCCESS 
10:30 - 11:45 AM
Room: Salon B

Employment is an essential component to successful reentry. When people returning to the community 
from incarceration seek work many face barriers, such as behavioral health needs and housing instability, 
making it di�cult to connect to sustainable employment. This population may also experience skill 
deterioration, employer bias and lack of access to pro-social networks. This session will highlight e�ective 
approaches for eliminating barriers to obtaining and maintaining employment. Speci�cally, employment 
service providers and correctional professionals will learn about strategies for addressing a person’s 
assessed risk to reo�end and associated need factors through research-driven and best practices. The 
presenters will discuss the importance of providing supportive services to promote stabilization. They will 
also provide guidance on building employability skills and engaging employers in the hiring of people 
formerly incarcerated.  

Presenters

Talmadge Hayes | Local client 
Erica Nelson | Council of State Governments 
Chris Warland | Heartland Alliance
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FRIDAY - SESSION 4
Friday | 10:30 - 11:45 AM

THE  TREATMENT,  HOUSING, AND  SUPERVISION  OF  SEX  OFFENDERS
10:30 - 11:45 AM
Room: Salon C

The session will begin with Ms. Patterson focusing on a brief overview of registration requirements and the 
conditions of supervision for the sex o�ender in Florida. She will report data describing the number of RSOs 
who are supervised and those who are homeless, as well as the current re-entry e�orts of Florida 
Department of Corrections. Dr. Levenson will then discuss the role of treatment and rehabilitation in 
successful re-entry, and the challenges faced in South Florida with housing and transience. Finally, Mr. Ted 
Rodham will describe his �rst-hand experience as an ex-o�ender and housing provider, and will attest to the 
challenges our residents face on a daily basis. 

Learning Objectives: * 
1. Describe the registration requirements and conditions of supervision for sex o�enders. 
2. Discuss the issues faced by sex o�enders who are homeless. 
3. Explain the role treatment plays in the successful rehabilitation and reintegration of sex o�enders.

Presenters

Jill Levenson, Ph.D.  | Barry University 
Justine Patterson  | Region IV Community Corrections  
Ted Rodarm | Matthew 25 Ministries  

A  MODEL  FOR  IMPLEMENTING  CBI-EMPLOYMENT
10:30 - 11:45 AM
Room: Salon D

Cognitive Behavioral Interventions for O�enders Seeking Employment (CBI-EMP) is designed for justice 
involved individuals who have a high need for obtaining and maintaining employment. The University of 
Cincinnati Corrections Institute (UCCI) developed this curriculum. This intervention curriculum relies on a 
cognitive behavioral approach incorporating speci�c instructional scripts and “Mental Tools,” for assisting 
clients to identify and manage risky situations as they relate to employment. 

Attendees will learn the What, Why, and How of CBI – Employment and a model for its implementation.  A 
step-by-step outline detailing the plan’s successes and challenges will be provided. 

Presenter

James R. Rhoads  | The Lord’s Place 

*In conjunction with each course: General CEUs for Florida licensed LCSWs, 
LMFTs, LMHCs and Psychologists. FAU Phyllis and Harvey Sandler School of 
Social Work is an approved provider of the Florida Board of Clinical Social 
Work, Marriage and Family Therapy, and counseling and the Florida Board 
of Psychology (BAP #50-6251).
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BE DARING. BE BOLD. BE FAU.



For correctional agencies seeking �exible solutions that hold individuals accountable, enhance 
public safety and contain costs, GEO Care is the leader in technology, programming, and 
innovation. GEO Care delivers comprehensive approaches to manage, rehabilitate and treat 
adults and youth in community corrections and immigration proceedings.

Visit our booth to learn more about GEO  
services and products.

www.geogroup.com • solutions@geocareinc.com

GEO Care is proud to sponsor Palm Beach County’s 
Reentry Summit 2018 at the Social Justice Leader Level!

CHANGING BEHAVIORS, 
CHANGING LIVES

REENTRY SERVICES YOUTH & FAMILY SERVICES

ELECTRONIC MONITORING & IMMIGRATION IN-CUSTODY & POST-RELEASE



Harcourt M. & Virginia W. Sylvester Foundation

is honored to sponsor this ground breaking

summit designed to inspire change.

It is a perfect venue to undertstand the impact of

reentry services — which provides second chances

and makes our communities stronger and safer. 


